Page 1 of 6

TOWN OF CARRBORO

PLANNING BOARD
301 West Main Street, Carrboro, North Carolina 27510
7:30 P.M.

TOWN HALL BOARD ROOM, 301 WEST MAIN STREET
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 19, 2017
Item

Topic/Action

I.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER/WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS

III.

AGENDA ADJUSTMENTS

IV.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A) January 5, 2017 Meeting Minutes

V.

VI.

OTHER MATTERS
A) Concept Plan for 103 Center Street Tourist Home
B) Refine outline of Walking Conversations Report & Assign
Sections
C) Other updates/discussion
1. Reminder of February Officer Elections
2. Follow up discussion of Affordable Housing Task
Force Presentation
ADJOURNMENT

Person/Agency
Chair

Time
(Approx)
7:30
7:35

Chair/Planning Board

7:40

Chair/Planning Board
Whittemore and Walk
Scripts
Chair/Planning Board

7:45
8:25

Chair

9:00

8:50

Materials (PDF copies to be distributed separately via email):

PUBLIC COMMENT AT PLANNING BOARD MEETINGS
If members of the public wish to address the Planning Board, a time will be provided during the meeting. Speakers may address
the Board only after being recognized by the Chair and only from the podium, subject to a three-minute time limit.

PLEASE NOTE: If you are unable to attend this meeting, please email or call 918-7325 to inform staff. Thank you!
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301 West Main Street, Carrboro, North Carolina 27510

PLANNING BOARD
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 2017
MEMBERS
Catherine Adamson
Blake Rosser
Heather Hunt
Andrew Whittemore
Braxton Foushee

GUESTS
Susan Siplon

STAFF
Tina Moon
Jane Tuohey

Tom Tiemann
Hathaway Pendergrass
Susan Poulton
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13
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16
17
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19
20
21
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31
32
33
34
35
36

Board Liaison: Lydia Lavelle, Damon Seils, Bethany Chaney
Absent/Excused: David Clinton
Catherine Adamson opened the meeting at 7:35.
I.

JOINT REVIEW ITEMS
A) Concept Plan for 103 Center Street Tourist Home
Moon made a few opening remarks to introduce the item as a concept plan review. She
showed the property on an overhead slide and noted that the proposed use, a tourist home,
requires a special use permit that will go to the Board of Adjustment. Moon also
distributed comments from a neighbor to the subject property who asked for his comments
to be shared at the meeting since he was unable to attend.
Susan Siplon, the applicant, made a short presentation to the boards, and stated that she
manages the property at 103 Center Street. Siplon explained that the owner lives out of
town and asked her to manage the property last December. Ms. Siplon reported that she
came to the Town offices and talking with staff began to rent the house at 103 Center as a
short term rental. Siplon noted that her efforts to provide a good operation, and reached
out to the neighbor who resided in the adjacent house, and shares a driveway with the
rental property. It had been working out very well until a neighbor said that he doesn’t
like different cars in the shared driveway. Ms. Siplon said that 103 Center Street is a onebedroom mill house with a living room, kitchen and bathroom and there is a driveway that
is split between this house and the neighbors, so that technically there are two driveways
side by side rather than one shared driveway. There are an average of 6 guests per month
and rentals typically last from 10 to 30 days, although it isn’t usually rented for 30 days in
a row to one guest.
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It was noted that there are other properties being used as tourist home in Carrboro but that
this particular property received a complaint so staff had to enforce the compliant and
require the owner/manage to apply for the appropriate permit, in this case a SUP. Staff
acknowledged that sometimes enforcement is complaint driven. The Board of Aldermen
has discussed the topic of AirBnBs, and staff has begun to examine the existing land use
categories and associated permit requirements in preparation of drafting text amendments
to the LUO. It became quickly apparent, however, that this is a complicated subject and
one that requires a thoughtful and comprehensive solution rather than a quick fix. Staff is
researching other jurisdictions to see how they handle short term rentals and are trying to
understand the implications of this type of use. Aldermen Chaney offered a brief
summary of some of what has occurred so far along with the suggested twelve month
timeline for researching the topic and bringing something back to the Aldermen for
consideration.
The Environmental Advisory Board and the Transportation Advisory Board left the
meeting at 8:05pm.
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
January 5, 2017
Foushee moved to approve the minutes, Tiemann seconded the motion. VOTE: AYES (8)
Adamson, Foushee, Tiemann, Poulton, Hunt, Whittemore, Pendergrass, Rosser; NOES
(0); ABSENT/EXCUSED (1) Clinton. The January 5, 2017 Planning Board minutes were
approved.
III. OTHER MATTERS
A) Presentation on the work of the Affordable Housing Task Force
Nate Broman-Fulks, Assistant to the Town Manager gave a presentation to Planning
Board members about the Town’s goals to increase awareness of affordable housing. This
project and the Affordable Housing Task Force Plan was adopted on June 2014 and
Broman-Fulks was hired at that time to work specifically on affordable housing and works
closely with Trish McGuire, Tina Moon, Marty Roupe, Ruth Heaton and Julie Eckenrode.
He explained what affordable housing is and the percentage of incomes that would allow
for someone to qualify. Also he explained the plan guidelines, the funding and a repair
program that is currently being worked on.
B) Concept Plan for 103 Center Street Tourist Home
Planning Board members briefly discussed this topic and the property in question but
decided to prepare its comments at the next meeting. Tiemann agreed to receive
comments and write a draft of them for refinement on January 19th.
IV. ADJOURNMENT
Poulton motioned to adjourn the meeting; Rosser seconded the motion. The January 5,
2017 Planning Board meeting adjourned at 9 pm.
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103 Center St. Carrboro
103 Center Street is a 1930's mill house located one block from downtown Carrboro. It has one
bedroom, a living room, an eat-in kitchen, small bathroom, and a back deck with a shed for
lounging and a rocking chair front porch. The house on Center Street has a neighbor to the left
which is a business, across the street is a commercial space with a hair salon, a house that has
been abandoned with wire fencing and a lot that is wire fenced on the corner of West Weaver
Street. At the end of this neighborhood is Fitch Lumber. There are essentially only 4 or 5 other
residential homes on this street.
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Planning Board 2016 Program for National Community Planning Month
Walking Conversations

Possible Report Outline
I. Introduction
Brief overview of Planning Board’s previous programs
2012 – Affordable Housing
2013 - Zoning
2014 – Climate Change
2015 – Carrboro Vision2020 Evaluation
2016 – Walking Conversations
II. Discussion of Walking Conversations
What is a walking conversation
Walking conversations, known to some as Jane’s Walks,
http://janeswalk.org/information/about/janes-walk/ uses the traditional walking tour format to
engage in conversations about the relationship or interface between people and the built
environment, a concept inspired and promoted by Jane Jacobs. Each walk will have a different
theme and will have the potential to be replicated in the future if there is the interest to do so.

Why was that topic chosen over the more standard forum series
III. Three topics what are they and how chosen
This October, in observance of National Planning Month, the Planning Board will be holding a series
of three “walking conversations” in downtown Carrboro. The topics and dates are as follows:
Downtown Architecture and History, led by Mark Chilton on Monday, October 10th at 6:00 pm;
Inclusivity Downtown – communities of color, immigrant communities, led by Braxton Foushee and
Dolores Bailey on Thursday, October 13th at 6:00 pm; and Public Gathering Spaces, led by Molly
DeMarco and Travis Clayton on Saturday, October 15th at 2:00 pm.

More description/discussion of each walk
Downtown Architecture and History
Inclusivity
Gathering spaces
IV. Conclusion
Lessons learned
Future walks-repeated
New walk topics
(photographs from walks, flyers)

