Transportation Advisory Board
Date: January 19th, 2017

7:30 pm
Chapel Hill Public Library, Meeting Room B/C
Meeting called by:

Colleen Barclay, Chair

Attendees:

Carrboro Transportation Advisory Board Members

Facilitator: Bergen Watterson, Transportation
Planner

----- Agenda Topics ----1. Comprehensive Transportation Plan Public Forum

TAB/CHTCAB

6:30

2. Call to order

Colleen

7:30

3. Approval of minutes (November 17th & December 1st)

TAB

7:32

4. Discuss 103 Center St. SUP

TAB

7:35

5. Other Business/Staff Report

TAB/Staff

8:05

6. Adjourn

TAB

8:15

Other Information
Attachment A: November 17th draft meeting minutes
Attachment B: December 1st draft meeting minutes
Attachment C: 103 Center St. materials

Next meeting: February 2nd, 2017

TOWN HALL IS ACCESSIBLE FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT BERGEN WATTERSON AT 919-918-7329.

TAB 11/17/2016
TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY BOARD
MINUTES
Thursday, November 17, 2016

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT
Colleen Barclay, Chair
Rob Dow
Diana McDuffee, Vice-Chair
Kurt Štolka
John Nicopoulos
Linda Haac

STAFF PRESENT
Bergen Watterson

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT
Bethany Chaney
Derek Powers
GUESTS
Julie McClintock
I.
Call to order
Colleen called the TAB meeting to order at 7:37 pm.
II.
Approval of Minutes (November 3rd, 2016)
Rob moved to approve the minutes; Diana seconded the motion. All voted in favor.
III.
Discussion of Estes Drive/N. Greensboro intersection improvements
Kurt, Rob and Diana attended the Estes/N. Greensboro public meeting on Monday. Rob said that
he wondered why the designers could not continue the bike lane through the roundabout on the
Frances Shetley side, rather than funneling bicycles onto the multiuse path. Bergen told the
group that when she recommended that the South Green developers install sharrows in the
roundabout that they are building that NCDOT told them that bike lanes are not allowed in
roundabouts. She said that she did not recall what the source of that information was but that she
would check. Kurt said that his primary concern was cars going too quickly through the right
turns and putting pedestrians in danger. Some in the group discussed moving the crosswalks
farther away from the roundabout, but others observed that cars would likely be moving faster as
they exited the circle and would be less likely to see the pedestrians crossing. Kurt suggested
installing Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons at the crosswalks.
The group agreed that the bike lane on the west edge of the roundabout should start at the bottom
of the hill, since there appears to be more than sufficient pavement. Colleen asked how the
roundabout will affect the future Estes Drive bike and pedestrian improvements that the Town is
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planning. Bergen answered that, if funded, it will be the Town’s project (as opposed to a
NCDOT project) and we can integrate the improvements however we want. Diana said that she
thought that the roundabout will be an improvement for vehicle movement through the
intersection. Rob said that he would like for the TAB to submit formal recommendations to
NCDOT and have Bergen deliver them at her meeting with NCDOT on 12/12.
Kurt reported that the NCDOT staff said that the Town could landscape the roundabout. The
group agreed that this is a gateway to Town and the roundabout should be beautiful—a visual
gateway cue with a sculpture, fountain or notable planting.
Bergen will send Rob these rough recommendations for him to wordsmith and send back to her:
 Concerned about the speed of cars making right turns – would like to see pedestrian
safety addressed through RRFBs
 Street lighting in this area is currently poor; please improve it as part of the project
 Start bike lane just west of the roundabout since there is the width
 Would like to see users delineated in the multiuse path (peds and bikes)
 Curb cut and bollards at end of Frances Shetley so bikes can enter the roundabout/enter
bikepath
 Keep speed limit on N. Greensboro going east at 20mph, and lower the speed limit on
eastbound N. Greensboro west of roundabout to 30mph before it goes down to 20mph for
the roundabout
 Fountain, sculpture or planting in the roundabout
 11’ wide maximum lanes through the roundabout
IV.
Bike priorities
Julie McClintock, from Friends of Bolin Creek, introduced herself and said that she participated
in a group advocating for bicycle connectivity in the Carolina North agreement. There was very
little in the original agreement to do with biking so the group worked to include a number of
important bicycle infrastructure projects in the final agreement – Seawell School Road bike lanes
and internal greenways. The legislature has not funded Carolina North to the degree that would
trigger everything she worked for. She showed a map of current and proposed bicycling
infrastructure in the Northern Carrboro area, with a disclaimer that it is not completely current.
Bergen noted that Town staff supplied Julie with up-to-date data, but Julie said that she has not
had an opportunity to update the map yet. She would also like to create a larger map showing
some of the regional connections and the priorities that they were able to work into the Carolina
North agreement. Julie said that she would like to see the DCHC-MPO raise the Campus-toCampus Connector on their priority list because it would be a great route for bicyclists to get
from Northern Carrboro to Downtown. Julie noted that after the Carolina North agreement was
signed, Carrboro, Chapel Hill and UNC got together and agreed on the preferred alignment of
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the Campus-to-Campus connector. She showed the group some of the greenways that have bene
built in the Carolina North forest.
Bergen explained to the group that Carrboro and Chapel Hill submitted several joint bike and
ped projects to the MPO for submission to the NCDOT prioritization process—Seawell School,
Homestead Road, Estes Drive and Eubanks Road. These projects all were submitted with the
same priority-level; it was the state prioritization process that elevated Estes above the others
based on the data-driven formula that is used to score projects. Bergen explained to the group the
scoring criteria online but was only able to find the Division Level Highway criteria. She will
send the website to the group at a later date if she can find it. Kurt showed the group on the map
the route that was discussed at the last Greenways Commission meeting—a greenway alongside
the railroad tracks and then adjacent to Seawell School Road. Linda and other group members
commented that the topography of that area would likely not allow that alignment.
The group went through the comments from the 2016 Open Streets bike safety forum. Diana said
that she thinks that we should go through the priorities from the various sources and decide
which should remain priorities for the next bike plan. Linda noted that there are at least three lists
of priority locations – 2015 pedestrian safety forum, 2016 bike safety forum, bike/ped WikiMap,
and the 2009 Bike Plan. She asked the group how would be the best way to combine them and
weed some out. Rob offered to take the first swipe at this. Bergen will send him the lists. Linda
commented that she likes that the group is working from the grassroots up, rather than a
consultant coming in and dictating the priorities. Julie said that she would like planners look at
regional connections, particularly to/from Chapel Hill. She noted that Ruth Heaton, the Town’s
GIS Analyst, would map Carrboro’s data.
V.
Other Business/Staff Report
Bergen told the group that the Dero bike repair stands arrived and that she needs to meet with
Public Works and Rec and Parks to finalize locations and plan installation. Kurt said that the
Dero stands at UNC only have only Shrader valves and that they had to install Presta valves
themselves. Bergen will check on this with the new stands.
Bergen said that the pre-construction meeting for the S. Greensboro pipe installation is next
Wednesday and the Town will know more about the schedule for road and lane closures after
that date.
Kurt said that the utility connections in the bike lane at Shelton Station are not flush with the
pavement anymore and wondered if the developer will fix them. Bergen said that she can check
with the inspector about that.
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Bergen and Kurt shared with the group that they have been in UNC/Carrboro/Chapel Hill
working group to develop a Request for Information for a regional bike share system. They are
planning on posting the RFI on 11/22 and will keep it open until 12/9. This is to get program
details and cost estimates from different companies. Linda shared with the group that she has had
seven unpaid interns at a time. She worked with career services at UNC and recommends this
approach to Bergen to help with some of the projects she has.
VI.
Adjourn
Colleen adjourned the meeting at 9:02pm
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TAB 12/1/2016
TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY BOARD
MINUTES
Thursday, December 1, 2016

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT
Colleen Barclay, Chair
Rob Dow
Diana McDuffee, Vice-Chair
Kurt Štolka
John Nicopoulos
Linda Haac
Derek Powers

STAFF PRESENT
Bergen Watterson
Marty Roupe

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT
Bethany Chaney
GUESTS
Bree Lorant
Jim Brandewie
Wayne Hadler
I.
Call to order
Colleen called the TAB meeting to order at 8:47pm.
II.
Approval of Minutes (November 17th, 2016)
Linda said that she had corrections to the minutes. Rather than read them at the meeting she said
that she would send them to Bergen and the group could approve the minutes at the next
meeting.
III.
Discussion of 610 Homestead Road Special Use Permit
The group reviewed the TAB recommendations for this project when it was in the concept plan
stage. Kurt and Rob both said that they would like to see a narrower road. Bergen said that 27
feet is what is required in the land use ordinance for subcollector road. Kurt and Rob said they
think the road in this subdivision should be no wider than 20 feet. Kurt reiterated the TAB
recommendation from October 2015 to have a multiuse path running along the frontage of the
property on Homestead Road. He would also like to see sidewalks on both sides of the road
through the subdivision. Kurt said that he did not think that the road would eventually connect to
Claremont. Diana said that if you do not stub the street out now it will definitely not connect in
the future; you rule out connectivity from the beginning. Bergen showed the group where the
road would connect over to Claremont – through property that does not belong to Jim
Brandewie. Kurt pointed out that studies show that a 10 foot lane does not limit the capacity of a
road, and that anything wider than 10 feet promotes speeding. He said he thinks that there should
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be a variance to allow for a narrower road. Bergen showed the requirements for roads as stated in
the Land Use Ordinance. She pointed out that the specifications for local roads call for 20 feet of
pavement and sidewalk on one side, and that 20 feet of pavement essentially prohibits on-street
parking due to the width and the Town’s experience with other similar roads. Rob noted that his
street (Pine Street) is narrow and allows on-street parking, and that it slows cars down when
there are cars parked. Bergen said that in her experience so far at Carrboro it seems like on-street
parking is limited on narrow roads when a complaint is received. Diana said that she does not
think that the road should be narrower than subcollector; it should be built to accommodate
future development. Ms. Lorant said that she does not think that residents of Lake Hogan Farms
would use the road if/when it connects to Claremont.
Linda said that this discussion brings up the Town’s Connector Road policy. She said that the
Town tries to make all the roads connect and that it does not always work, that there are a lot of
exemptions. Diana noted that the exceptions are made when they make sense, like when two
roads cannot or should not connect. Linda asked if it makes sense in this case, and Diana
answered that if it does not connect then there will be a bunch of cul-de-sacs coming off of
Homestead Road. Diana said that she does not have an objection to making the pavement
narrower, but that she does object to losing a side of sidewalk. She would like to see a hybrid
between a subcollector and a local road. Marty Roupe explained that the Land Use Ordinance
does not allow a subcollector to be built narrower than 27 feet. However, a road can be classified
as a local road and be built wider with sidewalks. He said that essentially you can build up but
not down.
Ms. Lorant asked if the multiuse path would be included in the buffer along Homestead Road,
and if it would be on the road side of the trees or on the development side. Marty said that the
staff had not discussed the multiuse path in detail, but that it would be included in the buffer and
would likely be on the road side. Mr. Brandewie told the group that when they first proposed the
project they had wanted a local road with a sidewalk on one side, but that staff had suggested a
subcollector road to accommodate future traffic. He said that for a twelve unit development he
would not want to put in three different east-west pedestrian accesses. He would like to put a
sidewalk on one side of the road and the multiuse path along Homestead Road. Kurt reminded
the group of the resident that spoke at the joint review meeting who rides bikes with his daughter
from Lake Hogan Farms to Carrboro Elementary. He said that this multiuse path would make
that resident’s commute significantly safer. Diana said that she is still interested in preserving the
possibility of a connector road. She understands that three pedestrian accesses for this size
development might be excessive, but also that it is difficult to put in sidewalks once houses are
built.
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Kurt said that he would like to see the retention pond and path accessible to the public. Linda
supposed that that would be a liability issue for the Homeowners Association. Diana said that
HOAs have to take on the liability and ownership of all of those types of amenities in their
neighborhoods. Linda said that she would like to see a surface other than pavement for the path
around the retention pond. Kurt disagreed and said that people were unlikely to use it if it were
not paved. Derek suggested a surface of tiny rocks like the one around the lake at Anderson Park.
Linda said that she was concerned about the traffic from the high school on Homestead and Lake
Hogan Farm. She said that there should be traffic study done for Homestead Road. Bergen told
the group that NCDOT did vehicle counts on two parts of Homestead in 2015, and that 5,300
cars were counted on Homestead near Calvander, and 7,200 near High School Road. Bergen told
the group that Chuck Edwards, the NCDOT division engineer, was going to look into a signal at
the Homestead/Lake Hogan Farm intersection and that she would check in about this. Rob said
that he did not think that the twelve peak hour trips that this development is expected to generate
will have any impact on the total number of trips coming out of the neighborhood. Ms. Lorant
said that neighbors were concerned about cars turning left out of the subdivision onto Lake
Hogan Farm Road and that it would be dangerous and cause congestion. The group asked if staff
would do a traffic study on Lake Hogan Farm road just inside the neighborhood from
Homestead, and at Hogan Hills near the intersection with Old 86. This will provide data on the
daily trips in and out of the neighborhood, which has not been collected since 2003. Linda said
that she does not think that the Town (Aldermen and staff) should continue to allow
developments without looking at cumulative traffic impacts.
Comments:
1. The TAB encourages the developer and the Town to come to agreement about the road
classification for the subdivision street. The TAB recommends a local road classification
with 50 foot right-of-way, 20 feet of road width, sidewalks on both sides, and a planting
strip with street trees (trees without large roots). This cross-section is appropriate for the
current development of 12-17 homes, accommodates future growth, and can also be
widened if the 20 foot road is exceeded by future volume
2. Please consider building a multiuse path along the frontage of Homestead Road (as per
the original TAB comment from October 2015)
3. Please consider alternate surfaces to pavement for the path around the retention pond.
The surface should accommodate use by bicycles

IV.

Other Business/Staff Report
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Bergen reminded the group about the Mayor’s invitation to walk with her and the Aldermen in
the Carrboro-Chapel Hill holiday parade. Colleen and John are participating with other
organizations, and others want to watch the parade.
Linda offered to host the final meeting of the year at her house. Bergen will send the information
and the group can coordinate over email.
The Carrboro Bicycle Coalition Holiday Lights bike ride is 12/2 at 6pm leaving from Town Hall.
The agenda packets will be posted online now. The group said that it worked just fine for most,
but that a couple had trouble viewing the packet on their tablets.
V.
Adjourn
Colleen adjourned the meeting at 9:51pm.
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103 Center St. Carrboro
103 Center Street is a 1930's mill house located one block from downtown Carrboro. It has one
bedroom, a living room, an eat-in kitchen, small bathroom, and a back deck with a shed for
lounging and a rocking chair front porch. The house on Center Street has a neighbor to the left
which is a business, across the street is a commercial space with a hair salon, a house that has
been abandoned with wire fencing and a lot that is wire fenced on the corner of West Weaver
Street. At the end of this neighborhood is Fitch Lumber. There are essentially only 4 or 5 other
residential homes on this street.

