Transportation Advisory Board
Date: March 2nd, 2017

7:30 pm
Room 109
Meeting called by:

Colleen Barclay, Chair

Attendees:

Carrboro Transportation Advisory Board Members

Facilitator: Bergen Watterson, Transportation
Planner

----- Agenda Topics ----Joint advisory board review:
 Sanderway AIS Subdivision concept plan

Advisory boards
(Board Room) 7:30

1. Call to order

Colleen

8:00

2. Approval of minutes (February 2nd)

TAB

8:02

3. Discuss Sanderway concept plan

TAB

8:05

4. Colorful crosswalks

TAB

8:30

5. TAB elections

TAB

8:50

6. Other Business/Staff Report

TAB/Staff

8:55

7. Adjourn

TAB

9:10

Other Information
Attachment A: February 2nd draft meeting minutes
Attachment B: Sanderway AIS concept plan
Attachment C: Colorful crosswalks memo

Next meeting: March 16th, 2017

TOWN HALL IS ACCESSIBLE FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT BERGEN WATTERSON AT 919-918-7329.

TAB 2/2/2017
TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY BOARD
MINUTES
Thursday, February 2nd, 2017

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT
Colleen Barclay, Chair
Rob Dow
Diana McDuffee, Vice-Chair
Kurt Štolka
John Nicopoulos
Bethany Chaney

STAFF PRESENT
Bergen Watterson

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT
Derek Powers
Linda Haac
GUESTS

I.
Call to order
Colleen called the TAB meeting to order at 9:05pm.
II.
Approval of Minutes (January 19th, 2017)
Kurt moved to approve the minutes, Diana seconded. All in favor.
III.
Discussion of Draft Comprehensive Transportation Plan
The group took several minutes to look through the online maps and reacquaint themselves with
the materials. Several members said that they would like to take the funding dedicated to the
light rail project and fund numerous other projects. Diana asked about the Eubanks widening
project listed for NC 86 to Rogers Road (Chapel Hill) and the group determined that it was a
good idea based on the upcoming large residential development and the existing Park-and-Ride
that will be used for Bus Rapid Transit passengers in the future. Rob brought up the NC 54 west
segment listed as ‘needing improvement’. Bergen explained to the group that the suggested
improvements to this roadway are operational improvements, which include intersection
upgrades, turn lanes, deceleration lanes, etc. She told them that a group from the MPO will
interview two final consulting firms and choose one to conduct a corridor study of the roadway
to help determine what specific improvements will be most effective. Operational improvements
are programmed in the 2018-2027 STIP. Several group members were unhappy to see that I-40
between NC86 and I-85 will be widened. Rob said that he would suggest interchange
improvements instead of widening because it is well-known that within a couple of years cars
will fill any expanded capacity on a highway.
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Kurt suggested adding a road diet and protected bike lanes to West Main Street. This road diet
should consist of a center turn lane, two vehicle travel lanes, and protected bike lanes if they can
function on a road with so many driveways. Bethany said that she received an email from a
resident who was frustrated with the insufficient stacking length of the left-turn lane from S.
Greensboro onto NC 54 eastbound. She wondered if there was something that could be done to
mitigate this, especially with the current construction at that location. Bergen can bring this up
with Chuck Edwards next week when she meets with him.
The group also suggested adding Hillsborough Road, between W. Main St. and N. Greensboro,
to the list for improvements. They would like to see narrower travel lanes, protected bike lanes,
and a lower speed limit. It was noted that many children bike and walk on that road to get to
Carrboro Elementary, and these improvements would make it a lot safer.
Diana said that she was struck with Patrick McDonough’s City Beautiful 21 blog post about the
lack of sidewalk on S. Greensboro. She wondered why Park Slope did not have to build the
sidewalk in front of their subdivision. Bergen explained that Park Slope was an exempt
subdivision under general statute and the Town could not require a sidewalk of them.
The TAB discussed biking and walking access to Chapel Hill High School and Smith Middle
School. The TAB members present agreed that an off-road north-south connection to these
schools is a necessity and should be included in the CTP. The group acknowledged that not all
Board members were in attendance at the meeting, but it was agreed that the rest of the members
are in favor of this addition to the CTP comments.
Diana said that she was glad to see that the Bus Rapid Transit will create a strong north-south
route within the Chapel Hill Transit network. She noted that many of the routes are circuitous
and the system would also benefit from a strong east-west route.
The group, noting that the CTP is not fiscally constrained, would like to add a Carrboro to
Hillsborough off-road multiuse path to the plan. The wondered at the tourism potential of a
facility of that magnitude, and thought it prudent to add it to the CTP.
Rob moved to approve the recommendations below, John seconded. All in favor.
Recommendations:
 East Main Street, from Rosemary to Weaver/Roberson – Road diet consisting of two
vehicle travel lanes, center turn lane, and protected (or regular if necessary) bike lanes
 Hillsborough Road, from W. Main to N. Greensboro – narrow travel lanes and add buffer
to existing bike lanes, lower speed limit
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Consider an off-road north-south connection from central Carrboro to Chapel Hill High
School/Smith Middle School
Off-road multiuse path from Carrboro to Hillsborough

IV.
Discussion of Claremont South PUD
The group determined that they did not have a lot to say about the new proposal. Kurt said that
he would like to see a pervious parking area. The group would like to see pedestrian access to the
buildings from the sidewalk side so pedestrians do not have to walk around into the driveway to
enter.
Rob moved to approve these recommendations, Kurt seconded. All in favor.
V.
Inara Court SUP
Kurt said that he likes the new bike-ped path connection from Fidelity to Poplar. The group
discussed bike access to the path and suggested doing a curb cut at the end of the street to
facilitate safe access. Kurt said that he would like to see a 5 foot wide planting strip between the
sidewalk along Fidelity and the curb. He suggested shifting the open space at the front of the
development to the back (as discussed in the joint review portion of the meeting) to
accommodate the planting strip. The group is supportive of the reduced right-of-way for the
main street through the development. Diana asked about the open space requirement and
Bethany explained that the developers are asking for a variance. The group is ok with the open
space and recreation reductions that are being sought. Kurt would like to see a high visibility
crosswalk across the entrance to the subdivision.
Kurt moved to approve the recommendations below, Rob seconded. All in favor.
Recommendations:
 Add curb cut to the end of the street for bike access to the path
 Consider creating a five foot wide planting strip with street trees between the sidewalk
along Fidelity and the curb, even if it requires shifting the open space around
 Consider painting a high visibility crosswalk across the entrance to the subdivision
VI.
Other Business/Staff Report
Bergen told the group about the Walkabout that she and Rob participated in this morning. They
visited the site of the proposed five units that will be adjacent to the 12 units recently approved
off Homestead Road and Lake Hogan Farm. Rob voiced his disapproval of the developer’s
phasing of the two projects to avoid the requirements that would have been in place had he
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brought all 17 units forward at the same time. Otherwise there was nothing transportation-related
to report from the field trip.
Bergen let the group know that construction of the three bike repair stands is underway. The one
at Wilson Park is first, then Libba Cotten, then Town Hall. She is speaking with a local bike shop
to try to plan a grand opening event where mechanics can show the public how to use the tools
and some repairs that can be made.
Bergen told the group that there are two transportation-related items on the Board of Aldermen
agenda for next week that might be of interest. The parking study and recommendations is
coming back, which will hopefully be referred to the advisory boards later in February. There
will also be a presentation on the Bus and Rail Investment Plan updates.
Finally, Bergen let the group know that Open Streets has been set for April 9th this year. She
urged them to start thinking of an activity that the TAB can do.
VII. Adjourn
Colleen adjourned the meeting at 10:02pm.
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Sanderway Subdivision
Concept Plan Submission

a)

Protects and preserves all floodplains, wetlands, and steep slopes from clearing, grading,
filling, or construction (except as may be approved by the Town for essential infrastructure or
active or passive recreation amenities).
The plan as presented protects and preserves all floodplains wetlands and steep slopes in that
construction of the lots and roadways does not contain any of the above noted features.

b)

Preserves and maintains mature woodlands, existing fields, pastures, meadows, and
orchards, and creates sufficient buffer areas to minimize conflicts between residential and
agricultural uses. For example, locating houselots and driveways within wooded areas is
generally recommended, with two exceptions. The first involves significant wildlife habitat
or mature woodlands which raise an equal or greater preservation concern, ad described in #5
and #8 below. The second involves predominantly agricultural areas, where remnant tree
groups provide the only natural areas for wildlife habitat.
No construction is taking place in the areas that are designated as mature woodlands. All
hardwood areas are in the non-build area.

c)

If development must be located on open fields or pastures because of greater constraints
in all other parts of the site, dwellings should be sited on the least prime agricultural soils, or
in locations at the far edge of a field, as seen from existing public roads. Other
considerations include whether the development will be visually buffered from existing public
roads, such as by a planting screen consisting of a variety of indigenous native trees, shrubs
and wildflowers (specifications for which should be based upon a close examination of the
distribution and frequency of those species, found in a typical nearby roadside verge or hedgerow).
The development is located on the property to only use the space remaining from not
incorporating primary constraints.

d)

Maintains or creates an upland buffer of natural native species vegetation of at least 100 feet
in depth adjacent to wetlands and surface waters, including creeks, streams, springs, lakes
and ponds.
The project does not anticipate any improvements within 100 feet of the creek other than
recreational paths.

e)

Designs around existing hedgerows and treelines between fields or meadows. Minimizes impacts
on large woodlands (greater than five acres), especially those containing many mature trees
or a significant wildlife habitat, or those not degraded by invasive vines. Also, woodlands of any
size on highly erodible soils with slopes greater than 10 percent should be avoided. However,
woodlands in poor condition with limited management potential can provide suitable location
for residential development. When any woodland is developed, great care shall be taken to design
all disturbed areas (for buildings, roads, yards, septic disposal field, etc) in locations where there
are no large trees or obvious wildlife areas, to the fullest extent that is practicable.
The project avoids existing hardwood primary constraint areas.

f)

Leaves scenic views and vistas unblocked or uninterrupted, particularly as seen from public
roadways. (For example, in open agrarian landscapes, a deep, "rto-build, no-plant" buffer is
recommended along the public roadway where those views or vistas are prominent or locally
significant. In wooded areas where the sense of enclosure is a feature that should be maintained,
a deep "no-build, no-cut" buffer should be respected, to preserve existing vegetation.
The site currently has no scenic vistas or views, particularly from the right-of-way.

g)

Avoids siting new construction on prominent hilltops or ridges, by taking advantage of lower
topographic features.
Siting of available lots for structures on the property is along a hillside. The site does not contain
a hilltop or ridge.

h)

Protects wildlife habitat areas of special species listed as endangered, threatened, or of special
concern by the state or federal government.
No endangered, threatened species have been identified on the property

i)

Designs around and preserves sites of historic, archaeological, or cultural value, and their environs,
insofar as needed to safeguard the character of the feature, including stone walls, spring houses,
barn foundations, cellar holes, earthworks, burial grounds, etc.
There are no historic, archaeological or cultural areas designated on the poroperty.

j)

Protects rural roadside character and improves public safety and vehicular carrying capacity by
avoiding development fronting onto existing public roads. Establishes buffer zones along the
scenic corridor of rural roads with historic buildings, stone walls, hedgerows, etc.
This project continues the roadside character of Hillsborough Road.

k)

Landscapes common areas (such as community greens), and both sides of new streets with native
specie shade trees and flowering shrubs with high wildlife conservation value.
Street trees will be in accordance with Carrboro design standards.

1)

Provides active recreational areas in suitable locations offering convenient access by residents, and
adequately screened from nearby houselots.
Recreation areas are in accordance with Carrboro development requirements and are located
such that they are both screened from nearby houselots as well as conveniently accessed by
trails.

m)

Includes a pedestrian circulation system designed to assure that pedestrians can walk safely and
easily on the site, between properties and activities or special features within the neighborhood
open space system. All roadside footpaths should connect with off-road trails, which in turn
should link with potential open space on adjoining undeveloped parcels (or with existing open
space on adjoining developed parcels, where applicable).
Pedestrian circulation within the site includes sidewalks in the right-of way, as well as pedestrian
pathways connecting to town greenways, and connector paths for access to Hillsborough Road.

n)

Provides open space that is reasonably contiguous, and whose configuration is in accordance with
the guidelines contained in the Design and Management Handbook for Preservation Areas,
produced by the Natural Lands Trust (available in the Planning Department). For example,
fragmentation of open space should be minimized so that these resource areas are not divided
into numerous small parcels located in various parts of the development. To the greatest extent
practicable, this land shall be designed as a single block with logical, straightforward boundaries.
Long thin strips of conservation land shall be avoided, unless the conservation feature is linear or
unless such configuration is necessary to connect with other streams or trails. The open space
shall generally abut existing or potential open space land on adjacent parcels, and shall be designed
as part of larger, contiguous, and integrated greenway systems, as per the policies in the Open Space
and Recreation section of the Town's Ordinance.
The open space is both immediately behind the homes, as well as in the hardwood areas being
reserved as a primary constraint. The open spaces are all contiguous within the site and are
serving as pedestrian connectors to town greenways and the adjacent neighborhoods.
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TOWN OF CARRBORO
NORTH CAROLINA
WWW.TOWNOFCARRBORO.ORG

DATE:

February 21, 2017

TO:

David Andrews, Town Manager
Mayor and Board of Aldermen

FROM:

Bergen Watterson, Transportation Planner

RE:

Colorful Crosswalks

Colorful crosswalks are becoming popular among municipalities that want to use artwork
to make their pedestrian crossings more visible. Rainbow designs are popular among
municipalities that want to show support for their LGBTQ populations, while other
jurisdictions are using unique designs created by their residents. The Town of Chapel Hill
is installing a number of colorful crosswalks around Town that were designed by local
artists (below).

Members of the Board of Aldermen discussed the idea of rainbow crosswalks at a
meeting with Chapel Hill elected officials and Town staff in July of 2015, and colorful
crosswalks was placed on the Team Carrboro Work Plan in September 2015. Planning
and Public Works staff have researched the options and received a quote from Transpo
Industries for installation of a rainbow crosswalk at the E. Weaver Street mid-block
crossing using ColorSafe paint, which is guaranteed to have a service life of 6-10 years.
This quote was for $5,800 and does not include traffic control. Public Works has since
determined that they can install the same crosswalk using Sherwin Williams paint with
glass beads for reflectivity for ~$600. However, the in-house job is not expected to last as
long without needing refreshing; Public Works estimates that with the level of traffic on
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E. Weaver Street that, with two coats of paint, it should last approximately 4-5
years. There are two options for the rainbow crosswalk on E. Weaver Street:

Parallel rainbow

Rainbow with white
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The first option accentuates the rainbow aspect of the crosswalk, but the second option
will be more visible to drivers because of the heavy use of white paint. Upon installation,
the first option will have thicker white lines on the outside to make the contrast starker
between the pavement and the crosswalk. Public Works staff can install whichever of
these crosswalks when they receive the direction.
Since the original discussion there has been interest in a colorful crosswalk across Laurel
Ave. from Town Commons to the Town parking lot. Planning and Public Works
examined the location and came up with several options:
1) In order to install a crosswalk from the sidewalk on the east side of Laurel near
the Town-leased parking lot there would need to be curb cuts and ADA ramps on
both sides of the street, and a sidewalk on the Town Commons side where the
crosswalk would land. This would likely require waiting until the Town
Commons upgrade next year.

2) The crosswalk(s) can be installed at the intersection of Laurel and W. Weaver St.
There are currently curb cuts on all four corners of this intersection, and
crosswalks would be reasonable and feasible at three of the four crossings. The
crossing from the grassy triangle to the car wash is also an option, though unlikely
that many pedestrians would cross at that location. However, having all four
crosswalks painted in rainbow colors could serve as traffic calming and alert
drivers to the presence of heavy pedestrian activity in the area. Any or all of these
crossings would be implementable right away.
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