TOWN OF CARRBORO
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD

AGENDA
March 2nd, 2017; 7:00 pm
Town Hall Training Room
Time

Item

Presenter

7:00 pm Call to order, review agenda, approve minutes

Chair

7:05 pm Annual election of officers

Chair, all

7:15 pm Pollinator event planning

Staff, all

7:30 pm Joint Review:

Planning Board/

Concept Plan for Sanderway Subdivision
8:15 pm Prepare development review comments

Applicants
Chair, all

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Any Board member with additional agenda items is asked
to contact the Chair as far in advance of the meeting as possible.
Please Note: If you are unable to attend this meeting, please call 918-7326 to inform
Planning Department staff. Your attention to this request is greatly appreciated.

TOWN OF CARRBORO
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD – SUMMARY

Meeting on January 5th, 2017, 7:00 pm, Town Hall Training Room and Board
Room
Board Members
Tom Hoban
Sammy Slade (Board liaison)
(absent)
Sharon Patrick
Jeanette O’Connor
Tim Turner (vice-chair) (absent) Ben Skelton
Bruce Sinclair (chair)
Pasan Perera

Guests
Jeremy Marzuola
Linda Bowerman

Staff
Randy Dodd

Administrative Matters
The EAB approved the January. The EAB met applicants to serve on the EAB and learned more about the applicants’
interests in serving and shared information about EAB activities and interests.
Joint Review
The EAB participated in the Joint Review for the concept plan review for 103 Center Street and a revisit of concept plan
for the Claremont South PUD business parcel.
Development Review Comments
The EAB developed review comments for the Inara Couty project. Comments included: an endorsement of this type of
infill development; a recommended landscaping condition regarding approval process for plantings along the bicycle/
pedestrian path and choice of species for plantings; a recommended condition including specific requirements for
sourcing of construction materials; and a recommended condition to achieve a green building metric. For the concept
plan revisit for the Claremont South PUD business parcel, the EAB did not develop any new comments, and did note that
the previous comments submitted still apply.
Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 9:28 pm. The next meeting is scheduled for 3/2/2017.

EAB = Environmental Advisory Board; BOA = Board of Alderman; LUO = Land Use Ordinance
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Potential Activities for Carrboro Participation in Bee City USA, 2017
At the October, 2016 meeting, EAB members discussed potential Bee City outreach activities
for 2017 based on ideas shared by Bee City USA staff. Possibilities included but weren’t limited
to: integrated pest management; a seed and plant exchange; continuing to sponsor a movie;
looking into coordinating an event with Wednesday evening food truck rodeo at Town
Commons; a garden tour; outreach regarding conversion of lawns to pollinator
habitat/sustainable landscapes; and how to best disseminate information about pollinator plants
and pollinator plant sources. EAB members and staff offered to provide follow up information on
several of the ideas/activities at a future meeting. At the February, 2017 meeting, the EAB had
a follow up discussion and endorsed staff moving forward with purchasing screening rights for
Hometown Habitats. Subsequently, staff has researched options and plans to purchase
screening rights for a 1 time screening of “Hometown Habitats” at the Century Center on June
18th.
The purpose of this agenda item will be for the EAB to pursue any follow up discussion, as
desired, in case EAB members would like to pursue any additional outreach for 2017.
Hometown Habitats Screening
Bee City USA staff have passed on the following recommendation:
************************************************************************************************************
From: Phyllis Stiles [mailto:beecityusa@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, January 09, 2017 11:22 AM
Subject: Idea for Earth Day or Arbor Day
Dear All:
If you haven't already locked in all of your plans for Earth Day and/or Arbor Day, you may want
to consider hosting a screening of the inspiring and affordable documentary Hometown
Habitats: Stories of Bringing Nature Home. The film has a companion book and screening and
discussion guides. To see if a screening is already planned for your area, look here.
This exquisite conversation with Americans of all ages, socioeconomic conditions, educational
levels, and political persuasions, showcases how they (people just like you and me) are creating
outstanding habitat opportunities for pollinators, birds and other critters everywhere, from New
York City to Miami Beach to Denver.
If you want to expand the conversation in your community, I urge you to gather together friends
and neighbors, including landscapers, land trusts, Sierra Club chapters, plant nurseries, Master
Gardeners, native plant societies, Audubon Societies, Parks & Recreation Staff, etc.--anybody
remotely interested in landscaping--to watch this documentary and begin brainstorming ways to
bring nature home. This would be a great collaboration opportunity for Bee City USA and Bee
Campus USA affiliates that are near one another.
*************************************************************************************

As input into the EAB’s discussion at the meeting, the following additional information is offered.
1. Century Hall is reserved for a pollinator themed afternoon movie Sunday, June 18
(coincides with Pollinator Week)
2. There will be a food truck rodeo after the Wednesday Farmers Market on Wednesday,
April 5th. A few additional rodeos may be scheduled later in 2017.
3. There is an Open Streets event planned for Sunday afternoon, April 9th
4. There is an Earth Day trash clean up planned for Saturday morning, April 22
5. Arbor Day is Friday, April 28th
6. Carrboro Day is Sunday, May 7th (afternoon)
Staff intends to purchase one time screening rights (no other options are available) for the
documentary Hometown Habitats: Stories of Bringing Nature Home, a 90-minute environmental
education documentary focused on showing how and why native plants are critical to the
survival and vitality of local ecosystems. The pricing of screenings of this video and related
information is available at: https://themeadowproject.com/hometown-habitat/press-kit/ .
The EAB could consider sponsoring one or more community screenings that coincide with Earth
Day, Arbor Day, Carrboro Day, Open Streets, a food truck rodeo in addition to the event for
Pollinator Week at Century Hall. It could also be offered at other random times, e.g., to HOAs
and other community groups, as “sponsors” were identified.
At one or more of these events, EAB/community members with special knowledge/interest in
the subject matter could be invited/included in a program that could involve not only a screening
but additional presentations and/or discussion.
Other Bee City News
Bee City USA staff are also planning a Bee City “train the trainer” event in early April. Two
Carrboro Public Works staff are tentatively planning to attend. They may have other ideas to
share after the training.
Recommendation for Meeting Agenda
At the March meeting, it is recommended that the EAB:
1) First discuss additional pollinator outreach ideas of interest to members.
2) Then poll members and discuss specific support that members are able to offer:
a. Planning one or more Hometown Habitat screenings in addition to the June 18th
date (reserving a site, identifying and contacting potential guest speakers,
helping with publicity)
b. Hosting/being present at one or more screenings (showing up, coordinating day
of event logistics)
c. Other outreach
d. Decide on who is willing to work on specific event possibilities

Sanderway Subdivision
Concept Plan Submission

a)

Protects and preserves all floodplains, wetlands, and steep slopes from clearing, grading,
filling, or construction (except as may be approved by the Town for essential infrastructure or
active or passive recreation amenities).
The plan as presented protects and preserves all floodplains wetlands and steep slopes in that
construction of the lots and roadways does not contain any of the above noted features.

b)

Preserves and maintains mature woodlands, existing fields, pastures, meadows, and
orchards, and creates sufficient buffer areas to minimize conflicts between residential and
agricultural uses. For example, locating houselots and driveways within wooded areas is
generally recommended, with two exceptions. The first involves significant wildlife habitat
or mature woodlands which raise an equal or greater preservation concern, ad described in #5
and #8 below. The second involves predominantly agricultural areas, where remnant tree
groups provide the only natural areas for wildlife habitat.
No construction is taking place in the areas that are designated as mature woodlands. All
hardwood areas are in the non-build area.

c)

If development must be located on open fields or pastures because of greater constraints
in all other parts of the site, dwellings should be sited on the least prime agricultural soils, or
in locations at the far edge of a field, as seen from existing public roads. Other
considerations include whether the development will be visually buffered from existing public
roads, such as by a planting screen consisting of a variety of indigenous native trees, shrubs
and wildflowers (specifications for which should be based upon a close examination of the
distribution and frequency of those species, found in a typical nearby roadside verge or hedgerow).
The development is located on the property to only use the space remaining from not
incorporating primary constraints.

d)

Maintains or creates an upland buffer of natural native species vegetation of at least 100 feet
in depth adjacent to wetlands and surface waters, including creeks, streams, springs, lakes
and ponds.
The project does not anticipate any improvements within 100 feet of the creek other than
recreational paths.

e)

Designs around existing hedgerows and treelines between fields or meadows. Minimizes impacts
on large woodlands (greater than five acres), especially those containing many mature trees
or a significant wildlife habitat, or those not degraded by invasive vines. Also, woodlands of any
size on highly erodible soils with slopes greater than 10 percent should be avoided. However,
woodlands in poor condition with limited management potential can provide suitable location
for residential development. When any woodland is developed, great care shall be taken to design
all disturbed areas (for buildings, roads, yards, septic disposal field, etc) in locations where there
are no large trees or obvious wildlife areas, to the fullest extent that is practicable.
The project avoids existing hardwood primary constraint areas.

f)

Leaves scenic views and vistas unblocked or uninterrupted, particularly as seen from public
roadways. (For example, in open agrarian landscapes, a deep, "rto-build, no-plant" buffer is
recommended along the public roadway where those views or vistas are prominent or locally
significant. In wooded areas where the sense of enclosure is a feature that should be maintained,
a deep "no-build, no-cut" buffer should be respected, to preserve existing vegetation.
The site currently has no scenic vistas or views, particularly from the right-of-way.

g)

Avoids siting new construction on prominent hilltops or ridges, by taking advantage of lower
topographic features.
Siting of available lots for structures on the property is along a hillside. The site does not contain
a hilltop or ridge.

h)

Protects wildlife habitat areas of special species listed as endangered, threatened, or of special
concern by the state or federal government.
No endangered, threatened species have been identified on the property

i)

Designs around and preserves sites of historic, archaeological, or cultural value, and their environs,
insofar as needed to safeguard the character of the feature, including stone walls, spring houses,
barn foundations, cellar holes, earthworks, burial grounds, etc.
There are no historic, archaeological or cultural areas designated on the poroperty.

j)

Protects rural roadside character and improves public safety and vehicular carrying capacity by
avoiding development fronting onto existing public roads. Establishes buffer zones along the
scenic corridor of rural roads with historic buildings, stone walls, hedgerows, etc.
This project continues the roadside character of Hillsborough Road.

k)

Landscapes common areas (such as community greens), and both sides of new streets with native
specie shade trees and flowering shrubs with high wildlife conservation value.
Street trees will be in accordance with Carrboro design standards.

1)

Provides active recreational areas in suitable locations offering convenient access by residents, and
adequately screened from nearby houselots.
Recreation areas are in accordance with Carrboro development requirements and are located
such that they are both screened from nearby houselots as well as conveniently accessed by
trails.

m)

Includes a pedestrian circulation system designed to assure that pedestrians can walk safely and
easily on the site, between properties and activities or special features within the neighborhood
open space system. All roadside footpaths should connect with off-road trails, which in turn
should link with potential open space on adjoining undeveloped parcels (or with existing open
space on adjoining developed parcels, where applicable).
Pedestrian circulation within the site includes sidewalks in the right-of way, as well as pedestrian
pathways connecting to town greenways, and connector paths for access to Hillsborough Road.

n)

Provides open space that is reasonably contiguous, and whose configuration is in accordance with
the guidelines contained in the Design and Management Handbook for Preservation Areas,
produced by the Natural Lands Trust (available in the Planning Department). For example,
fragmentation of open space should be minimized so that these resource areas are not divided
into numerous small parcels located in various parts of the development. To the greatest extent
practicable, this land shall be designed as a single block with logical, straightforward boundaries.
Long thin strips of conservation land shall be avoided, unless the conservation feature is linear or
unless such configuration is necessary to connect with other streams or trails. The open space
shall generally abut existing or potential open space land on adjacent parcels, and shall be designed
as part of larger, contiguous, and integrated greenway systems, as per the policies in the Open Space
and Recreation section of the Town's Ordinance.
The open space is both immediately behind the homes, as well as in the hardwood areas being
reserved as a primary constraint. The open spaces are all contiguous within the site and are
serving as pedestrian connectors to town greenways and the adjacent neighborhoods.
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