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What 1s an HOA?

i Homeowners Association

A Maintain common areas and
protect property values by

regulating appearance

A Mandatory membership, legally
binding covenants

AThere are over
Carrboro
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i Typically created by real estate
developers who build and sell
homes

A Transfer the legal and financial
management of the community *
from the developers to the
homeowners

i Covenants and bylaws must be z...=#

approved by the State before s pwomeconmomnaoscons
the HOA can be officially
established




HOA Introduction Cont.
-

i Considered legal entities

A Subject to federal, state, and municipal statutes that
govern nosprofit corporations and organizations.
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Client: Carrboro Board of Aldermen

- r
A Project Goals:

A Analyze Carrboro HOA covenants
A Record the most frequent environmental restriction:
and amendment processes
A Create a public guidebook of environmentally
restrictive HOA covenants

A Craft a policy brief o3 £ F——
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4 Restrictions may impede sustainable behaviors
A Sustainability: equity, environment, and economy

A Common restrictions: clotheslines, rain barrels, solar
panels, vegetable gardens

4 Property value concerns

4 Longstanding restrictions are difficult to overturn:
A Amendment processes
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Covenant Language

0 Ndotheslines except for umbrella |l
clotheslines shall be allowed or ‘*
maintained on any Lot or in the
commomrea. {Claremont

¥y ¢

Image source: www.greenmatters.com

oNo building, fence, wall or other structure sh:
be commenced, erected or maintained
unti |l éapproved i n wr
external design and location by the Board of
Di r e eCatesrFarm 0
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Vague Language
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No obnoxious or offensive

activity shall
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Homeowners Associations and You

A public guide for Carrboro citizens outlining
HOA covenants, restrictions on environmentally
beneficial practices, and how they might affect you.

A UNC Capstone Project
Spring 2010

‘With assistance from:

UNC Institute for the Environment Staff
The Town of Camrboro Planning Department
HOA representatives,

Local Law & Policy experts




Publ i1 ¢ Guil de o0on
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A Guidebook:

A A clear, easyto-understand booklet on environmentally
friendly HOA restrictions.
A Tutorial on how to search for covenants
A Individual slides for each HOA
A Qutline of covenants
A Table displaying environmental restrictions

A Disclaimer: guidebook is not intended to be a
comprehensive document



Cedar Court

Neighborhood Description

A 50 unit townhousstyle
condominium development.

Boasts brick exteriors, hardwood
floors, patios, a community pool, a
community garden, and generous
open space.
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